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The Blacksmith’s Teapot (Part1)

Once upon a time in ancient China, there was a blacksmith
who worked out of a small storefront in an alley. Every day,
he would ply his trade by his furnace, enduring the heat and
working up a sweat.

When it was time to take a break, he would go to the front
of his store, where he had a chair and a teapot already set up on
a small table. It was his favorite thing to sit there, drink water
straight from the teapot, and feel the breeze cooling him down.
He would lean back in his chair and sigh contendedly. Everything
was as it should be; life was good.

One day, he was taking his break as usual when he noticed a
man staring at him. This man appeared to be a traveler, possibly
passing through the alley on his way to another destination. The
blacksmith called out: “Sir, may I be of service?”

The traveler approached. “Pardon me,” he said, “I could not
help but notice your teapot.”

“This old teapot?” The blacksmith was dismissive. “It’s just
something my father used to drink from when he worked out of
this store as the town blacksmith. He passed it down to me when
I took over the store, so now I also drink from it when I'm tired
and thirsty.”

The traveler asked for a closer look. The blacksmith found
this rather strange, but he couldn’t see the harm in it, so he
handed the teapot over. “Suit yourself," he said. "Look all you
want.”

The traveler took quite a while with the teapot. He held it up,
turned it over, and handled it with extreme care. Finally, he gave
it back to the blacksmith. “Sir, this is an extremely rare antique
from the previous dynasty. I do not think you know how valuable
itis.”

The blacksmith’s neighbors, sensing something out of the
ordinary, came around to see what was going on. One of them
said: ““You must be joking. It doesn’t look vluable at all.”

“I assure you, it looks quite different when it is properly
cleaned up.” The traveler smiled: “Only three of these were ever
made, and two of them are already in the Emperor’s possession.
This is the last one that was thought to be lost forever, but this
mark at the bottom proves otherwise.”

Now that the mark was pointed out, everyone could see
that it was indeed an intricate design that no one had ever seen
anywhere else. The traveler turned to the blacksmith: “Sir, I am
prepared to make an offer for this teapot. What do you say to a
hundred pieces of gold?”

The blacksmith could not believe what he was hearing. It
was a staggering amount. None of them in the alley could expect
to make that much in a lifetime. In a daze, he found himself
agreeing to the deal. “Excellent!” The traveler clasped hands
with him and said: “I shall return in a few days with the gold.”

Excitement rippled through the crowd. After the traveler
departed, the neighbors surged forward to see the teapot. The
blacksmith regained his senses in time to cradle it protectively.
“Stay back, everyone.” He held out a hand. “This is extremely

by Derek Lin

valuable. Please keep your distance and look at it from where
you are.”

Life changed for the blacksmith while he waited for the
traveler to return. Leaving the teapot outside was now out of
the question, so he moved his chair and table inside. Raising the
teapot above his head was also too risky, so he poured water into
a cup. As he set the teapot down, he kept a watchful eye on it.
As he drank water from the cup, he continued to sweat profusely
due to the lack of a cooling breeze inside.

The traveler did not return, but this did not dampen
everyone's enthusiasm and curiosity. The blacksmith’s neighbors
told their neighbors, and pretty soon it seemed as if the entire
alley was coming in to see the teapot. “Please, tell us about the
traveler,” people would say. “How much was his offer again?”
they asked him repeatedly.

This went on for several months. One morning, the
blacksmith opened up his shop to find that there was already a
crowd waiting outside. Apparently the people in the alley had
told their friends and relatives too. “Please, show us the teapot,”
they implored. “What a lucky fellow he is!” they exclaimed to
one another.

The blacksmith could not take it anymore. “I know you all
think I am lucky,” he said to them, “and I appreciate your kind
words, but the truth is, the teapot has completely ruined my life.”

The crowd went quiet. No one expected such strong words
from him.

“I used to think I was the happiest man in the world,”
the blacksmith continued. “I made a decent living and lived a
carefree life. Things are different now, and I’ve had nothing but
misery. | have not been able to sleep well the last few months,
because I am always worrying that I may find the teapot stolen
when I wake up. I have not been able to sit outside my shop at
all, and I go through an entire day without being able to relax,
even for a brief moment. Every day I am inundated with the
same questions over and over again. I seem to be busy, but you
are not here to do business with me. I've had very little work
because the only thing you want to see is the teapot.”

One of his neighbors tried to be helpful: “The traveler will
return, and then everything will be wonderful.”

The blacksmith shook his head: “It’s been much longer than
the few days he promised, so I do not think he will return. Even
if he does, I am no longer interested in the hundred pieces of
gold. All I want is to have my old life back, and now I think I
finally understand how to make that happen.”

He put the teapot on his anvil. Before anyone could stop
him, he swung his hammer down with precision and power. The
teapot was instantly destroyed into countless fragments. The
crowd was horrified, but the blacksmith felt nothing but blessed
relief.

For more discussions on the Tao, please visit www. TrueTao.org!
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