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Purchasing Yi (Part 2)

The Tao

The Chinese concept of Yi is often translated
as “righteousness,” and someone who embodies the
principle may be described as a righteous person.
However, as we can see in this story, Yi is more than the
translation can convey. It isn’t just about being righteous.
It is also about doing the right thing, in the right way for
the right reasons.

The first major point made by the story is that the
virtue of Yi requires no special knowledge, talent or
skill. Feng Xuan had none of them, and was seen even
by his friends as someone who was not particularly
distinguished or remarkable. Despite that, he turned out
to be the one who made the greatest difference to the
duke in the end.

What this means for us is that we, too, can possess
the same virtue without any kind of special training. All
it really takes is an understanding of the concept of Yi,
plus the decision to incorporate it as part of your personal
code of honor.

The first important part of Yi is gratitude, a mindset
that does not take any kindness from anyone for granted.
Even though the story does not explicitly state it, Yi was
already present when Feng Xuan found himself well
treated by the duke — despite his lack of qualifications.
He would not forget this, and he looked for an
opportunity to repay the duke.

His opportunity manifested itself when he was
charged with the task to collect old debts. Feng Xuan was
resolved to do the best possible job for the duke — but
not necessarily in the way that the duke expected. This
is the second important aspect of Yi. Someone who truly
understands the concept may not follow orders blindly,
but will always act in the other person’s best interest,
which requires thoughtful consideration.

Feng Xuan’s decision to cancel all debts in the land
of Xue is in accordance with the above. At the time, it
was not something that the duke understood or expected,
but it proved to be the right course of action. Feng
Xuan looked at the overall situation, took the long view,
and planted a seed. Whether that seed would come to
fruition or not was a relatively minor concern. The more
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important thing was that Feng Xuan’s act of compassion
created a positive outcome that was far greater than any
amount of money he could have collected, if he had
followed the duke’s orders to the letter.

The third important part about Yi is goodwill. A Tao
cultivator who puts Yi into practice will look for ways
to create goodwill with everyone. This has a magical,
magnifying effect in life — the politeness you give to
others will be returned to you as appreciation, courtesy
and respect; the smile you give to others will be reflected
back at you from every direction, brightening your entire
day. In general, every bit of goodness you create and
project comes back to you many times greater and more
powerful.

The last and most important part of Yi is that it must
be done without attachment. Initially, the duke treated
Feng Xuan well because it was his standard practice, not
because he was expecting something in return. Similarly,
when Feng Xuan burned up all the loan documents, he
did so because it was the compassionate and proper
thing to do, not because he could predict how it would
be repaid down the road. For all he knew, the duke might
never need the land for Xue for anything.

This is the way for us to live our own lives. We
must combine gratitude, thoughtful consideration, and
goodwill with detachment, so we can take action with
no expectations and no strings attached. In doing so,
we purchase Yi for ourselves, thereby creating positive
karma that benefits everyone it touches — including
ourselves.

We won’t know exactly how the benefits of Yi will
manifest themselves, but it doesn’t matter. It’s not about
having a safe haven to escape our enemies, because that
is not the real point of the story. What we do know for
sure is that in its own way, at its own time, Yi will make
a difference for us like it did for the duke. The goodness
we create for everyone, the kindness we give to others
— everything will come together naturally to protect us
from harm, enrich our lives, and give us the profound
satisfaction that we have lived in a way that is right,
proper, and completely in tune with the Tao.

For more discussions on the Tao, please visit www. TrueTao.org!
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