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The Feng Shui Master (Part1)

Once upon a time in ancient China, there was a master
of feng shui master who was known for his knowledge
and accuracy. He could tell how well a family was doing
just by looking at their environment, and he had many
prominent customers who followed his advice to improve
their fortunes. When people spoke of him, they always
said he was never wrong.

One day, he found himself on the road, travelling to a
remote area for an appointment. After hours of walking,
he was tired, sweating profusely, and extremely thirsty.
He saw a peasant woman by the road up ahead, so he
approached to ask for water.

The woman fetched a bowl of water for him, but
before he could take it from her, she scooped up a handful
of rice chaff and dumped it into the water. This surprised
and displeased the feng shui master, but he was too thirsty
to make a big deal out of it. He blew the chaff that floated
on the water out of the way in order to take small sips,
and as he drank, he felt resentful. Obviously, he thought,
this ignorant peasant had no idea who he was. Could
she not give a little water without messing it up with the
chaff? How disrespectful!

When he was done with the water, the woman asked:
“Sir, you do not seem to be from around here. What brings
you to our village?”’

As much as he disliked her, the feng shui master
could not resist talking about himself, so he replied: “I am
actually just passing through, on my way to see a wealthy
noble nearby. He has requested a feng shui reading.”

“What a wonderful coincidence!” the woman
exclaimed. “I happen to be in need of feng shui advice.
Would you be willing to help me, kind sir?”

The feng shui master’s first impulse was to refuse,
because he knew no peasant could afford his services.
However, it occurred to him that this might be a chance to
get back at her for her lack of respect, so he nodded and
asked: “What do you have in mind?”

It turned out that the woman’s family was planning
to build a farmhouse. They knew choosing the right place
with the best feng shui could make a big difference, but
they did not know how to make that choice. The woman
pleaded with the feng shui master to pick the perfect spot
for her.

The feng shui master looked around the farm and
quickly located what he wanted. It was a spot of extreme
negativity known as the Five Demons in advanced
feng shui. A house built there would bring all kinds of
misfortune to the family. He kept a straight face and

by Derek Lin

recommended it to the old woman, and then walked away
satisfied that he had exacted his revenge.

Ten years passed. The feng shui master came by the
village again and saw that it had changed quite a bit. He
remembered the woman and asked around about her.
He did not expect what he heard. The villagers all knew
her and were envious of her. She got along well with
everyone, her farm yielded great harvest year after year,
and her sons all became accomplished and successful. On
top of all that, she was now a grandmother, with many
beautiful grandchildren.

The feng shui master could not believe it. How was
this possible? The Five Demons should have guaranteed
the very opposite of all these good things. He had never
been wrong before. What happened?

He was still trying to figure it out when the old woman
came out to greet him. She could not stop thanking him
and telling everyone how her life changed completely
because of his advice. The villagers crowded around him,
and the feng shui master smiled and nodded to them, but
inwardly he was more mystified than ever.

One question occurred to him. He turned to the old
woman and asked: “When I met you the first time and
asked for water, I noticed you threw rice chaff into the
bowl. Why did you do that?”

The old woman laughed: “Oh, that was just to help
you. The water we drink is very cold, because it is drawn
from a deep well. Drinking such cold water too quickly
can be a shock to the body, especially when one is hot and
sweaty. When I saw how thirsty you were that day, I put
the chaff in the water so you would drink it more slowly.
That way, your body would have a little time to adjust to
the coldness.”

The feng shui master finally understood. The old
woman had not been disrespectful at all. She was actually
looking out for him and being considerate. This was the
way she treated everyone, and it came directly from her
compassionate nature. Somehow, this compassion was so
powerful that the Five Demons had no effect on her or her
family.

Previously, the feng shui master had always believed
that nothing could compare against the power of his
knowledge. On this day in that village, he discovered his
belief was not correct. There were levels of existence
beyond feng shui and the material world. He was... not the
master he, and everyone else, thought he was!

For more discussions on the Tao, please visit www. TrueTao.org!
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