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The Blacksmith’s Teapot (Part2)

The blacksmith lived the simple life before he met
the traveler. He took joy in activities like taking breaks,
drinking water, watching people and feeling the breeze.
They might not seem like much, but they gave him a
profound sense of contentment. Life was good for the
blacksmith.

We all have such activities in our lives. They can be
different for everyone. For one person it may be to curl
up with a good book; for another it may be a leisurely
stroll in the park. Your personal favorites are uniquely
your own.

There is power in the simplicity of such pleasures.
They are natural, and they provide a low-key but lasting
happiness. They are the pure essence of the Tao.

Despite that, they can easily be taken for granted.
We do not think about them much because they are
always available, always within reach. What we tend to
think about instead are things that are out of reach. We
look at our daily grind, like the strenuous and sweaty
work of the blacksmith, and we dream about not having
to do it. Wouldn’t it be great if we had fortune and fame
so we can skip the hardship?

In the story, the fortune is the traveler’s offer of
gold, and fame is the attention the blacksmith received
when news of the offer spread. People considered these
to be good things, and they fell into the blacksmith’s lap
without him having to pursue them.

The problem was that they were not quite as
wonderful as people imagined. The fortune he had was
not real, but only a promise that never materialized. The
fame he had was due to people’s interest in the teapot,
not in him.

The changes in the blacksmith’s life were far from
positive. He could no longer sit outside, nor could he
drink from the teapot with the casual ease that he did
before. The happiness of the Tao he had previously was
tainted and twisted.

This describes a pattern we frequently see in the
world. People who become celebrities lose the ability to
live the carefree life. The simple pleasures they used to
enjoy disappear. They find themselves surrounded by a
feeding frenzy of paparazzi and fans.

It is similar with people who become wealthy.
The more wealth they accumulate, the more they
must be aware of security. They need to protect what

by Derek Lin

they possess. In some cases, they even need to protect
themselves and their loved ones. Because no protection
is ever perfect, fears, worries, anxieties become part of
their lives.

Chapter 9 of the Tao Te Ching describes it this way:

Gold and jade fill up the room

No one is able to protect them
Wealth and position bring arrogance
And leave disasters upon oneself

Everyone wants gold, jade, wealth and position, and
yet these are the very things that bring about disasters.
The blacksmith discovered the truth of this when he
could no longer get a good night’s sleep. He could not
take it anymore. Life was no longer enjoyable.

The blacksmith’s solution was to smash the teapot.
People found it shocking and almost incomprehensible,
because it was something they could never do. This is
just like the way it is in our world where many people
know that being obsessed with attachments is not good
for them, but that knowledge does not translate into
action. As long as they refuse to let go, they will never
be able to smash the teapot.

This 1s why spiritual liberaton can be extremely
difficult and challenging. It requires inner strength,
courage and determination. Taking action on it is much
easier said than done.

It may also sound as if the Tao is against the pursuit
of fortune and fame, but it is not. The cautionary note
is specifically about the dangers of attachment. You can
be so attached to being the center of attention or having
wealth that you become trapped.

The only way to free yourself is to realize that your
spirituality is far more valuable then either fortune or
fame. This was the blacksmith’s insight: suddenly, he
could see that the carefree life he used to live was worth
much more than a hundred gold pieces.

This is the crucial understanding that will also let
you swing the hammer down with precision and power.
This is how you disintegrate your attachments...and
experience the blessed relief of the Tao!

For more discussions on the Tao, please visit www. TrueTao.org!
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